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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the fourth office action for U.S. Application 10/762,382 for a Holder for 
cameras filed by Kjellman on January 23, 2004. Claims 1 and 3-9 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person 'shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 3, 4, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 3,881 ,675 to Matchett. Matchett discloses a holder for cameras with a first 
arm (one of 12) having a central axis and inner and outer ends, the outer end including 
a camera fixture (13) for holding a camera and the inner end having a joint device (36). 
There is a second arm (one of the other 12s) connected to the first arm at a first end by 
the joint device and individually pivotable in an axial plane relative to the first arm about 
a first pivot axis that is perpendicular to the central axis. There is also a third arm (the 
last remaining leg 12) connected to the first arm at a first end by the joint device and 
individually pivotable in an axial plane relative to the first arm about a second pivot axis 
that is perpendicular to the central axis, whereby each of the second and third arm are 
independently and individually pivotable about the central axis in a radial plane relative 
to the first arm and being lockable at arbitrary angular positions in the radial plane. The 
second and third arms are of the same length and weight, and also adapted to 
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adjustably receive a weight that is connectable to respective outer ends of the second 
and third arms. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Matchett in view of U.S. Patent 7,000,875 B2 to Pernstich et al. Matchett suggests that 

the arms can be adjustable in length (col. 6, lines 25-28), but doesn't specifically 

disclose two or more telescopic tubes that can be locked in different axial positions. 

Pernstich et al. discloses a tripod assembly with legs comprised of two or more 

telescope tubes (5, 6, 7) that can be locked in different axial positions in relation to each 

other for permitting a variation of the length of the arms. It would have been obvious to 

one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the present invention to have utilized 

telescopic tubes as the arms for the tripod taught by Matchett, as taught by Pernstich et 

al., for the purpose of providing legs that can be adjusted to vary the length of the legs. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
. the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-9 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Marsh whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6819. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00AM to 4:30 PM. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
. number is (571 ) 272-3600. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Steven M. Marsh 
December 20, 2006 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



